Magazine Article Writing

Editing yourself

1. Do a damn SpellCheck. You should have done it way before now. But do it again anyway.

2. Do you have a scene at the top of your story, preferably one that sets up a theme or emotion? If you don’t, craft one.

3. Do you have a wrap graph? Do you need one? If the reader can’t understand the focus of the story after reading 25 percent of your story, you’ll need to throw in a line or paragraph that explains who your subject is or what the story is about.

4. Is your story consistent with first or third person voice? What about present or past tense? What about with names (preferably last name, but as long as you are consistent, we’ll go from there).

5. Highlight your passive verbs. Then eliminate as many as you can. Replace them with active verbs that connote deeper meaning.

6. There should only be one attribution in multi-sentence quotes, and the attribution should come after the first sentence. If many of your attributions read, “s/he says,” or “said,” then change the verbs. Use verbs with greater meaning: barks, yells, snaps, hisses, mumbles, whispers, etc.

7. Does each paragraph advance the narrative? If it doesn’t, it should serve to describe scenes or actions, or it should provide background information. If each successive paragraph does not do one or more of those three things, you may not need the graph.

8. Do you provide background and/ or history of the subject or event?

9. Can we see your characters? Can we hear them? We should.

10. If you see an adjective, think about whether it is necessary. Would the reader appreciate the description more if you used factual details? Try to eliminate all adjectives. Always. Seriously.

11. Can we see the action? Can we hear the reaction? Can we see the place? We should.

12. How is your punctuation? Are the commas inside the quotation marks? Does each quote stand as its own paragraph? 

13. Did you write in sections or segments? Use an asterisk to separate sections (for example: scene, info, scene, info, scene).

14. Do you have one main character and at least two supporting voices?

15. Do a word count. Then tighten the story by about five percent.

16. Walk away from the computer for a little while. Have a smoke, coffee, potty break, whatever. Come back 15 minutes later and read the story again. Then tighten it by another five percent.

17. Do another SpellCheck.

18. Make sure your contact info is listed at the bottom of the story.

19. Have a friend read the story. Make sure they can follow the action and they understand what the story is about.

20. Print the paper. Staple it. Feel strong as you hand it in.

